
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!	 !	

!	 1	

 

 

 
Tesfagiorgis Habte, Eritrean journalist and writer, hosted in the city of refuge of de Luleå (Sweden), 
since April 2017. 
 
ITV Original : 02/06/2017 
 

1) Why did you have to leave your country? 

I left my beloved country and family for the mere reasons of finding a safe haven for myself. I was 
imprisoned for more than four years, out of which I spent exactly three years and seven months in a 
small prison cell. I, along with other fellow journalists, writers and artists, was held incommunicado 
for reasons we did not know and still do not know for more than four years. And of course, we were 
not charged legally and were never brought to a court of law. The security people simply accused us 
of running an opposition radio. To your surprise, the radio, which they linked our case to, was and 
still is located in Ethiopia. But we were in Asmara, the capital city of our country, all working for the 
government. 

2) What are you doing in the ICORN city you are living now? 

In first place, I got a sanctuary. Even though my family is still in my country, at least I feel safe. The 
city has provided me with a house and accommodation (a scholarship) for two years. I have not 
stayed long here. I came here on 27 April 2017 and I am just beginning a new life: resuming writing, 
making networks, learning the Swedish culture and language and the like. The city has also arranged 
a coordinator for me and he is helping me in almost everything I need. 

3) What represents the importance of ICORN for you? 

When I was released from prison in 2013, I had to leave my country by any means. But it was not 
easy. First of all, I did not know where to go. When I managed to leave Eritrea, I went to Angola and 
stayed for about two years and ten months. However, it was not safe for me and I could not start my 
work. It is only through the ICORN network that I was finally able to come here and I could start my 
work since my city, Luleå (Sweden), is a member city of the network. 

4) What will you do after the ICORN residence?  

This is actually a question which is difficult to answer because the political conditions which force 
journalists, writers and artists to leave their countries are not easily avoidable. Hence, what comes to 
mind is that I should by any means be able to integrate with the society where I am living and get a 
permanent residence until conditions change back home. However, this is possible only if the 
immigration laws support such issues.  
 
Biography 
My name is Tesfagiorgis Habte. I graduated in journalism and mass communication from the 
University of Asmara. I am an Eritrean journalist and writer. I write both in Tigrigna – my mother 
language- and English. I have a wide range of experience as a teacher and public relations officer as 
well.  
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Links: 
http://www.peneritrea.com/blog/pen-eritrea-participates-at-the-biennial-conference-of-icorn-and-pen-international 
 
You may read Tesfagiorgis Habte’s testimony on PEN Eritrea: 
http://www.peneritrea.com/blog/an-account-of-four-years-in-solitary-condiment-in-eritrea-s-most-notorious-prison 
27/05/2017 
Firsthand account of four years in solitary confinement in Eritrea’s most notorious prison by 
Tesfagiorgis Habte 
 
In this continuous limbo state of waiting, many of us are forced to invent our crimes. This practice 
has been common among Eritrean prisoners of conscience. You get arrested; people start to 
speculate about the probable reason of your arrest; then the intelligence agents hear and digest the 
town rumors and end up interrogating you about the “charges” they have collected from the town 
talk. After all of this harassment and torture, you start to believe and even confess to crimes you have 
never committed. 

	


