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Ali	KALAEI,	Iranian	journalist,	blogger	and	human	rights	activist	staying	in	the	refugee	city	of	
Eskilstuna	in	Sweden	
	
	
ITV	Original:	02/11/2016	
	
	
1)	Why	did	you	have	to	leave	your	country?	

	
Many	people	leave	their	country,	and	each	of	them	has	a	story.	Some	of	them	chose	to	migrate,	and	
some	of	them	forced	to	relocate.		
I	 think	 I	 obliged	 to	 leave	 my	 country.	 There	 is	 a	 long	 story	 here.	 	 Five	 times	 arrests	 by	 various	
security	 forces	 in	 Iran	 (Polis,	 Ministry	 of	 Intelligence	 and	 Army	 intelligence),	 Four	 months	 of	
detention	by	the	different	security	agencies	include	More	than	two	months	in	solitary	confinement	
ended	 to	 seven	 years	 imprisonment.	 The	 Tehran	 Islamic	 Revolutionary	 Court	 gave	 me	 a	 prison	
sentence.	They	have	accused	me	 to	various	accusations.	 “Assembly	and	collusion	against	national	
security	and	propaganda	against	the	regime.”	And	the	reason	of	them:	joining	in	the	human	rights	
activists	 organization	 called	 Human	 rights	 reporters	 committee	 and	 my	 articles	 which	 have	
published	in	different	Farsi	medias.	Seems	human	rights	activism,	 idea	of	human	rights	and	asking	
for	freedom	and	equality	(two	fundamental	human	rights)	were	offensive	in	Iran.		
When	 I	was	 informed	about	 the	 verdict,	 I	 had	different	 choices.	Going	 to	prison	 and	 spending	 at	
least	seven	years	there	(because	there	was	a	possibility	to	increase	it)	and	leaving	Iran	and	choosing	
life	in	exile.	I	chose	the	second	one	and	left	Iran.	Also,	I	left	Iran	because	I	believed	(and	still	believe)	
that	from	outside	of	Iran,	I	could	be	more	efficient	for	Iranian	struggling	for	freedom,	equality,	and	
justice.		
	
2)	What	are	you	doing	in	the	ICORN	city	you	are	living	now?	
	
I’m	continuing	my	activism	as	an	Iranian	journalist	and	human	rights	activist	here.	Also,	I’m	working	
on	 two	 different	 books,	 which	 still	 need	 many	 works.	 Now	 I’m	 the	 social	 secretary	 of	 Iranian	
monthly	 magazine,	 which	 is	 focusing	 on	 human	 rights	 issue	 in	 Farsi	 (called	 KhatteSolh	 or	 Peace	
Mark)	since	March	2014,	which	is	for	Human	Rights	Activists	In	Iran	Organization.	Also,	I’m	writing	
different	reports	and	articles	and	doing	interviews	with	various	people	and	with	focusing	on	human	
rights	issues	in	Iran.	I	concentrate	on	the	Middle	East	and	Iran.	I	recognize	myself	as	a	citizen	of	Iran,	
Middle	East,	Asia	and	the	Earth.		
Furthermore,	I	ask	officials	here	make	the	possibility	for	me	to	participate	in	the	different	activities	
in	the	city.	I	think	I	owe	to	the	city	(Eskilstuna,	Sweden)	and	I’m	trying	to	do	my	part.		
	
3)	What	represents	the	importance	of	ICORN	for	you?	
	
I	 had	 a	 long	 journey	 from	 the	 day	 that	 I	 left	 Iran	 till	 here.	 For	 me	 ICORN	means	 the	 calmness,	
reducing	 stress	 and	 tension	 and	 the	 possibility	 of	 the	 short-term	 and	 long-term	 planning	 for	 the	
future.	I	was	in	Malaysia	and	Turkey,	and	I	can	compare	my	situation	there	and	here.	There	is	a	huge	
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difference	here.	Between	the	situation	that	a	man	cannot	plan	for	the	coming	year	and	can	plan	for	
the	same	period.	It	makes	a	big	change	to	look	to	the	life,	future	and	the	way	of	thinking.			
Also,	ICORN	brings	a	great	network	for	me	to	access	different	people	who	are	in	the	same	way	with	
me	from	various	nationalities.		
	
4)	What	will	you	do	after	the	ICORN	residence?		
	
It's	a	good	question.	Each	country	has	different	rules	for	ICORN	guest	writers.	There	is	a	possibility	
here,	in	Sweden	to	have	permanent	residency	by	proofing	a	certain	amount	of	income	every	month.	
Also,	I’m	looking	for	a	tax	paying	job	in	the	society	and	continuing	my	education	here.	But	I	think	a	
guest	artist,	writer	or	journalist	is	an	effective	character	in	the	cultural	development	of	each	city	or	
country.	 ICORN	 guest	 writers	 are	 scholars	 and	 intellectuals.	 They	 can	 help	 to	 have	 a	 better	
understanding	of	different	parts	of	 the	world	 for	 the	people	of	 the	city	and	country.	 I	 think	every	
country	needs	to	have	these	people	and	it’s	not	right	and	fair	for	them	to	have	the	concern	about	
their	future.		
They	are	 living	 in	exile.	They	are	 living	 in	exile	because	of	global	and	human	values	that	can	make	
our	world	better,	humane	and	livable.	Without	these	people	that	have	bought	the	risk	of	struggling	
for	human	values,	our	world	will	have	an	ugliness	face.		
One	more	point!	When	you	are	working	with	words,	 the	world	around	you	has	more	 importance.	
But	now	we	are	 living	 in	the	age	of	alternative	media.	The	media	that	authoritarian	states	cannot	
deal	with	 them	 in	 the	 long	 term.	 These	media	 can	make	 “every	 citizen,”	 one	media	 and	develop	
public	 awareness.	 Also,	 I	 must	 say	 one	 thing	 about	 life	 in	 exile	 here.	 The	 magic	 of	 access	 and	
knowledge	of	languages	gives	the	possibility	to	be	connected	and	make	connections	with	different	
people	from	various	part	of	the	world	who	have	the	human	mutual	concern.	For	me,	ICORN	made	
this,	and	this	is	perfect	for	me.		
	
Biography:	Ali	Kalaei,	journalist,	blogger		

Ali	Kalaei	is	a	well-known	Iranian	journalist,	blogger	and	human	rights	activist.	

Since	 2005,	 Kalaei	 has	 written	 numerous	 articles	 and	 reports	 for	 a	 variety	 of	 news	 media,	
particularly	 for	 RoozOnline,	 Mellimazhabi	 and	 Gooya	 News,	 as	 well	 as	 his	 blogs	 Navaney1	 and	
Navaney2.	

In	his	writings,	Kalaei	deals	with	social	and	political	 issues	 in	 Iran,	particularly	about	human	rights	
violations.	As	 a	member	of	 the	Committee	of	Human	Rights	Reporters	 (CHRR),	 the	Human	Rights	
Activists	 News	 Agency	 and	 as	 a	 pro-democracy	 activist,	 Kalaei	wrote	 critical	 pieces	 regarding	 the	
Iranian	 system	 of	 government	 and	 other	 political	 and	 social	 matters.	 Kalaei	 participated	 in	 the	
production	 of	 a	 documentary	 about	 the	 general	 elections	 from	 the	 Islamic	 Republic	 era	 to	 the	
February	2012	election.	

Despite	 leaving	 Iran	for	Malaysia,	Kalaei	has	continued	writing	and	giving	 interviews	regarding	the	
present	 situation	 in	 Iran.	 Since	 March	 2014	 he	 has	 been	 an	 active	 member	 of	 the	 Peace	 Mark	
Magazine,	an	online	human	rights,	social	and	legal	magazine.	
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Due	 to	 his	 writings	 and	 human	 rights	 activism,	 the	 security	 forces	 in	 Iran	 arrested	 Ali	 Kalaei	 on	
several	occasions.	In	2011,	the	Tehran	Revolutionary	Court	sentenced	Kalaei	to	six	years	in	prison	–	
one	 year	 for	 ‘spreading	 propaganda	 against	 the	 system’	 by	way	 of	publishing	 false	 reports	 about	
prisoners	and	giving	 interviews,	 and	 five	 years	 for	 ‘gathering	and	 colluding	with	 intent	 to	 commit	
crimes	against	national	security’	through	membership	of	CHRR.	His	earlier	suspended	sentence	was	
also	implemented,	bringing	his	total	prison	term	to	seven	years.	

	
	
	

also	pictures	here	can	be	useful	for	you	

http://icorn.org/article/journalist-and-blogger-ali-kalaei-finds-refuge-eskilstuna	

http://www.icorn.org/writer/ali-kalaei	

http://news.cision.com/se/eskilstuna-kommun/r/eskilstunas-fristadsforfattare-ali-kalaei-medverkar-
pa-bokmassan-i-goteborg,c2085074	

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1436359079712225&set=a.1109929505688519.10737
41838.100000144397498&type=3&size=750%2C650	
	

	


