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Najati	Tayara,	Syrian	writer	and	editor,	ex	Paris	ICORN’s	guest	writer	(2013-2015)	
	
ITV	Original:	16/03/2017	
	
1)	Why	did	you	have	to	leave	your	country?	
I	 was	 forced	 to	 leave	my	 country,	 because	 of	 the	 threat	 to	 kill	 me	 by	 gangs	 loyal	 to	 the	 Syrian	
regime,	 after	my	 release	 out	 of	 prison	 early	 2012,	 under	 the	 pressure	 of	 the	 Committee	 of	 Arab	
observers,	in	the	framework	of	the	Arab	League	trying	to	resolve	the	crisis	in	Syria.	
Then	 I	 have	 been	 without	 a	 passport	 or	 identity	 papers,	 and	 there	 was	 a	 campaign	 of	 hostility	
against	me,	surpassed.	
So	I	look	out	to	escape,	within	the	atmosphere	of	turmoil	and	chaos	that	had	begun	to	spread	in	my	
country.	At	 the	 same	 time,	 I	 thought	 that	 I	 could	 return	within	 a	 few	months,	 after	 the	 situation	
stabilizes	 and	 exudes	 solutions.	 But	 the	 crisis	 escalated	 and	 become	 like	what	we	 see.	 So	 I	 I	 had	
stayed	there,	it	was	inevitable	death	or	absentia	in	a	prison	or	what,	as	has	happened	with	so	many	
others.	
	
2)	What	were	your	activities	in	the	ICORN	city	that	sheltered	you?		
ICORN	allowed	me	to	 improve	my	 life	troubled	after	 I	came	out	of	my	country,	and	secured	me	a	
transition	 period,	 and	 allowed	 me	 to	 take	 part	 in	 numerous	 conferences	 and	 meetings,	 which	
introduced	me	to	a	lot	of	global	cultural	institutions,	which	renewed	my	experiences	and	expanded	
the	 limits	of	my	 knowledge,	make	of	my	motivations	 to	work	 creativity	 and	a	 stronger	 and	more	
open	to	different	human	experiences.	
	
3)	What	represents	the	importance	of	ICORN	for	you?	
ICORN	represent	me	like	a	one	of	the	institutions	of	civil	society	noble	in	this	troubled	and	declining	
openness	and	human	interaction	the	values	of	the	world.	The	work	being	done	by	ICORN	to	protect	
writers	and	artists,	and	the	establishment	of	international	security	network	for	them,	is	a	prominent	
example	 of	 an	 effective	 protection	 of	 the	 high	 human	 values	 and	 care	 for	 the	 intellectuals,	 and	
secure	transition	and	continuity.	
	
4)	What	are	you	doing	now	after	the	ICORN’s	residence?	
I'm	staying	in	Paris,	after	being	turned	into	a	political	refugee,	because	of	the	continuing	disaster	in	
my	 country	 and	 could	 not	 be	 coming	 back,	 and	 I've	 spent	 a	 lot	 of	 time	 to	 adapt	 to	my	 new	 life	
requirements,	the	most	important	difficulties	to	learn	French,	but	I	keep	on	writing	articles	in	Arabic	
newspapers	and	websites,	 and	 I	have	a	 semi-project	 ready	 for	poems,	and	 I	 follow	un	 researcher	
sociology	from	the	Syrian	community	in	the	Diaspora.	
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Biography	
	

Writer,	editor		

Najati	 Tayara	 is	 a	 leading	 Syrian	writer	 and	 editor.	 Prior	 to	 the	 Syrian	 Revolution,	 Tayara	worked	
with	 several	 human	 rights	 organizations	 as	 an	 editor	 and	 writer.	 As	 a	 result	 of	 his	 work,	 he	
experienced	constant	harassment,	and	his	magazine	Tayyarat	was	closed	down.	

Tayara	 co-wrote	 the	book	Political	 Parties	 and	National	Arab	Movements,	 published	 in	Damascus	
1997.	Other	publications	include	A	portrait	of	a	Renaissance	Pioneer,	published	by	the	Al	Tanweer	
publishing	 house	 in	 Damascus	 in	 2001.	 He	 has	 also	 published	 numerous	 articles	 and	 essays	 in	
various	Arabic	newspapers	and	was	editor	of	the	Al-Marsad	magazine,	published	by	the	now	banned	
Syrian	Association	for	Human	Rights		

In	May	2011	Najati	Tayara	was	arrested	in	the	city	of	Homs	after	he	gave	a	telephone	interview	for	
Aljazeera	TV	on	the	crackdown	by	Syrian	forces	on	peaceful	protesters	in	Homs.	He	was	released	in	
January	2012,	after	severe	pressure	from	the	international	community,	and	has	since	lived	in	illegal	
exile	because	of	the	risks	of	returning	to	Syria.	He	was	Paris	City	of	Refuge's	guest	writer	from	2013	
to	2015.	

Books	and	articles:	

-	Photo	pioneer	renaissance,	House	of	enlightenment,	Damascus  ,	2000.	

-	 Participated	 in	 the	 book:	 the	 parties	 and	 the	 Arab	 nationalist	 movements	 Part	 I	 and	 II,	 Editor:	
Mohammed	Jamal	Barout	and	Faisal	Darraj,	the	Center	for	Strategic	Studies	in	Damascus,	1997.	

-	Participated	 in	 the	book:	Democracy	and	Human	Rights	 in	Syria,	Edit,	Editor	 :	Violet	Dagher,	 the	
Orab,	2001,	Paris.	

-	Research	and	published	numerous	articles	in	newspapers	Syria,	Arab,	one	of	them	translated	by	a	
French	magazine	2003	(a	magazine	issued	by	the	French	University	of	the	Mediterranean)	is	within	
the	axis	of	the	Damascus	Spring	prepared	by	Prof	G.	Burhan.	

-	President	for	three	years	for	an	observatory	issued	by	the	Human	Rights	Association	in	Syria.	

-	Participated	in	the	editing	and	management	Tayyarat	magazine,	issued	by	the	Assembly.	

-http://www.sauress.com/alhayat/264054	

-http://www.dchrs.org/news.phpmajala	

-	 Article	 about	 secularism	 and	 democracy	 in	 the	 tenth	 issue	 of	 (Almechkat)	 the	 Journal	 of	 the	
Damascus	Center	for	Human	rights	study.http://www.dchrs.org	/news.php.majala.	

	


