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Kathrin	 Dittmer,	 is the director of the Literaturhaus in Hannover	 (Germany)	 that	 hosts	 an	
ICORN’s	guest	writer.	
	
ITV Original: 01/03/2017	
 
1) Why are you engaged with ICORN? 
We found it useful and a good idea to have a network, which coordinates cities and 
organizations, which try to help persecuted writers. There has been - and is still - a program 
by the German and international PEN ("writers in exile"), but it was easier for us to join 
ICORN and also easier to convince the City of Hannover, to join a network, where cities and 
organizations from all the world can become partners. 
ICORN is, by the way, the subsequent organization of the IPW-initiative "cities of refuge", 
which Hannover joined in 2000. This initiative unfortunately existed just a few years, so we 
were very happy to be asked, if we would come to Stavanger, to found together with some 
other cities and organizations a new (and better working!) network. 
 
2) What kind of activities do you organize for/with ICORN? 
We are member of the network and we arrange the choice, who we host, with ICORN. 
 
3) What represents the importance of ICORN for you? 
ICORN is an organization, which focuses a task, which we never could succeed alone. I 
think, it is very important - under political and human aspects -, to be heard by - for example 
- the European Parliament and other organizations, which might have influence on 
democracy, freedom of speech and shelter for people, seeking for protection. 
Further on ICORN Meetings inspire us with ideas for intercultural dialog-programs and good 
practise from other members. 
 
4) What do you think about Brazil joining ICORN? 
That would be great! 
 
 
Short biography 
 
Kathrin Dittmer, born 1962, studied German literature, politics and history. She is the director 
of the Literaturhaus in Hannover. Together with Klaus Strempel is she managing the 
Hannah-Arendt-Scholarship for the city of Hannover. She is publisher of an annual 
magazine for poetry, and among other things part of the jury of the Hölty-Prize. The 
Literaturhaus organizes readings, discussions, an annual fair for independent publishing 
houses, and hosts a website for literature in lower-saxony. 
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30159 Hannover 
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www.literaturhaus-hannover.de 
www.literatur-niedersachsen.de 

	


