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Faraj Bayrakdar, syrian jornalist and poet ICORN’s former guest writer in Stockholm (Sweden)  
 
10/02/2017 
 
 
ITV translated from Arabic to english by Mohammad Habeeb 
 

1- I was imprisoned for 14 years, from 1986 to 2000. I stayed in Syria until 2005. During 
those 5 years, I had many invitations to Europe. In 2005, I was invited to Stockholm 
by ICORN. After 2 months there, 300 Syrian and Lebanese writers and I signed a 
“Beirute-Damascus statement”, which asked Assad’s regime to withdraw his troops 
out of Lebanon. This action put me again on the wanted list. Therefore, I decided to 
stay in Sweden.  
 

2- I attended many seminars, lectured, and read my poems in Sweden, in addition to 
participating in most European literary festivals. Of course, thanks to ICORN and the 
Swedish Pen. Even though, the most important was the translation of my writings about 
the prison experience into Swedish firstly. Actually, this collection was not published in 
Arabic until late in 2005 after the withdrawal of the Assad’s troops from Lebanon. Before 
that, all the Arabs publishers refused to publish it. Fortunately, the translation to Swedish 
was the reason that the Swedish Pen granted me Tucholsky Award, which they grant 
every year to a persecuted writer. Then, the book was performed on the stages in 
Sweden and Italy.  

 
3- In a word, ICORN granted me a chance for a new stable comfortable life full with all 
possibilities to multicultural activities. My life and future were limited and semi-closed in 
Syria. However, here I do not have enough time to respond to all invitations and activities 
all over Europe. ICORN was a real salvation for me.  

 
 

4- I have got many awards as a writer. Now, I am a full time writer. Some of my writings 
will be performed, and some of them will be turned into musical and documentary films. I 
have some activities and participations for the support of the Syrians humanitarian and 
democratic affairs. 

 
Biography 
 

Faraj Bayrakdar 

Journalist, poet from Syria 

Faraj Bayrakdar of Syria is a journalist and award-winning poet. In 1987 he was arrested on suspicion of 
belonging to the Party for Communist Action. He was held incommunicado for nearly seven years and was 
tortured. In 1993 the supreme court sentenced him to fifteen years prison. 
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Fourteen months shy of completing the fifteen year sentence, Faraj Baryakdar was granted Amnesty. You can 
read the statement he made for the press upon his release (courtesy of English PEN)1 He is a former guest 
writer of Stockholm City of Refuge. 

https://www.englishpen.org/campaigns/faraj-bayrakdar/ 
	

                                                             
1 https://www.englishpen.org/campaigns/faraj-bayrakdar/ 
	


